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President Allison’s Corner

We had a great Club Assembly this
past Wednesday and another fruitful
Board meeting on Thursday. We
discussed our International Project in
Railmagra, India, our on-going Amber
Alert project, the Spelling Bee (Part
Deux), scholarships, upcoming
speakers and our five year strategic
plan.

In addition, Nels sparked a lively
discussion about public education,

3 which inspired Ralph (our esteemed
psychologlst/Spoke Editor) ) to give us some hard data that led
us onto the topic of mentoring, which Rich has been doing for
many years....Whew! Obviously, there is a lot going on in our
club and in the surrounding community.

Regarding the Bee Baskets: this week we are collecting for
the "entertainment" basket---DVDs, CDs, movie passes,
theatre tickets, board games, popcorn, jenga, bingo...BE
CREATIVE I As Anita mentioned, a bottle of wine is always a
welcome item for the fantastic wine selection basket we are
still working on.

Have a great week

Amber Alert-

2/23-24, CT Expo, Hartford, Noon to 5 pm.

3/22, 3 pm, Prospect Fire Dept.

3/29, 2 pm, Danbury Hospital

6/5, 2 pm, Oneco, CT (more info later)

7125, 4 pm, Village Fire Days, New Milford

7/26, 4 pm, village Fire Days, New Milford

8/19, 2 pm, Newtown United Mthodist Chruch Craft Fair
at Morris Middle Schools

Speakers:

2/27 Police Chief Al Baker on ICE (immigration).

3/5- Mark Nolan from City Center; the other side of ICE.
3/12-Briged Guerten- History of St. Patrick’s Day

President Allison
displays the Rotary Club
banner Miguel and
Eleanore brought back
from their recent trip to
Mexico. Let’s collect
more of these flags, and
take one of ours to the
club you are visiting. It’s
a lot of fun, and builds
bridges between our
Rotary friends in other
places.

February 20th Meeting-
Club Assembly: Led by President
Allison-

The floor was open to anyone who
wanted to speak. Nels deAlmeida,
chairperson of the International
Avenue of Service Committee,
indicated that he is working on a
matching grant for school supplies,
desks and sewing machines for a
school in India.

Tom Tazza brought up the
Vocational Avenue of Service former
school mentoring program. Rich
Godfrey indicated he was all ready
involved in a mentoring program,
and encouraged the entire club to
get involved.

- *  Carol Giannico, Chairperson of the
Communlty Service Committee who was not present,
was offered a number of ideas, including the Unsung
Hero Award that has been dormant most of the year.

Nels deAlmeida felt we should do something with the
schools, and believes the quality of education in
America is behind a number of other nations. Several
Club members immediately took issue, especially in
regard to the Connecticut schools which are some of
the best in the nation. However, we could get
involved—and at this point the focus was turned back
to mentoring.

Our Club Service/Community Service Jewel continues
to be Amber Alert, and Bob Vetter mentioned two
events this week-end at the Connecticut Expo, in
Hartford, Sat. and Sun., Noon to 5 pm.

Here, we see Doug
Mann, Tary Tarlton,
and Frank Aquanita
digging in before

the Club Assembly.
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They clearly
needed to become
fortified for the

A \
thinking they would
FAVORITE
- be required to do
during the
important

d/scussmns that were going to commence —below
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Luncheon Tidbits-

Our Program Began with the 4 Way

Tom Tazza read it with a masterful air. Now we
all need to say it by heart, and from the heart.

A Loyal Contributor to
the Spelling Bee-

Fred Kayal, without fail,
brings an item we’ll sell--
for a basket we’ll have at
the Bee.

We think it is grand,
we should give him a hand-

And should ring him the

Rotary bell.

Thought for the Day:

An open mind is impossible for knee-jerk liberals,
conservatives, and vegetarians.

Good News from Irag-

Mar vi n P,aflightenurss, has been flying with
the wounded from the Iraqi front, in a medivac plane, as
most of us all know. The good news is that the number
of wounded soldiers is down 75% since the surge. This
is, of course, great news.

Buzz on the Spelling Bee-

Get your tickets from Marvin or Anita. We hope to
have a crowd of 200. The Bee will be held April 9" at 6
pm. We now have 7 teams, with room for 2 more. Keep
bringing in items for the baskets. The more baskets we
can put together, the more money we will make. This is
a major fundraiser, so | et
Make up locations:

Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk, Silvermine Tavern
Mon. 6:00 pm, Newtown, Inn at Newtown
Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at Longshore
Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan Allen Inn
Wed. 6:00 pm, Ridgefield, Parks and Recreation
We d . 6: 30 pm, Brookfield, Bai
Thurs. 12:15 pm New Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn
Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Silvermine Tavern
Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The Club at WestConn,
Westside Campus
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(left) Wayne Curtis held the right ticket, but pulled
the wrong card. Still, he came up with enough to
pay for half of his lunch, next week.

(right) Norman Urquhart complemented a member
for his hard work, week after week. We didn’t catch
the name. He could have been talking about any of
a number of our members.




