
 

 

 

President Allisonôs Corner  
 

 
  The Bee was an unqualified success. 
It is too early to tally the final financial 
outcome, but we did much better than 
last year. My thanks to all of you who 
contributedðand special thanks must 
be extended to Marvin Paige and 
Anita Ragona who put so much of 
their time into making the Spelling Bee 
a success. Also, our Webmaster,  Will 
Houston did a great job sitting in the 
roll of the Judgeôs Chair.  
   I also wish to thank the judges, the 

Hon. Lloyd Cutsumpas (who, in reality, is a real judge of the 
Superior Court), Stephen Bull, President of the Greater 
Danbury Chamber of Commerce, and Dr. James Schmotter, 
President of WestConnéand who will ever forget the masterful 
jobs done by the Pronouncer, Art Cummings of the News-
Times, and our genial Master of Ceremonies, Wayne 
Shepperd, the Director of Danbury Economic Development 
who also spoke to the club at lunch. 
   In addition, my hand is extended to all of the 24 participants 
who made for a remarkably lively evening, and all of you who 
contributed to the program, many of whom will go unsung. Last 
but not least, I am extending a hug to Christine Curtis who did 
such a great job in supervising the preparation of the theme 
baskets. They will make the difference between a few extra 
dollars in the club treasury, and a real fund raiser.  
 

 
   Amber Alert -   

4/26, 10 am-1 pm, Grace Baptist Church, Wtbry 

5/3, 12 noon- 6 pm, Eastfield Mall, Sprfld, MA 

5/3, 11 am-3 pm, So. Church, Hrtfd 

5/4, Eastfield Mall, Sprfld, MA 

5/25, 3 pm-6 pm, Burnham Schl, Brdgwtr 

6/7, 10 am-4 pm, Frfld Middle Schl, Ffld  

6/28,  10 am- 2 pm, Oneco, CT 

7/25,  11 am-4 pm, Village Fair  Days, New Mlfd  

7/26,  10 am-4 pm,  Village Fair  Days, New Mlfd  

9/6, 12 noon-7 pm, Taste of Dbry, Cty Cntr 

9/7,  12 noon-7 pm, Taste of Dbry, Cty Cntr  

10/18, 10 am-4 pm, Reed Mdl Schl, Newtown 

  

   Speakers: 

4/16  Frank Hauser on the Passion Play in Germany  (heôs 

going to attend it) 

4/23 Mary Gregory on mentoring 

4/30 Bill Lerchen; Danbury Childrenôs First 

5/7  Club Assembly 

5/28  Scholarship Luncheon, WCSU, Westside Campus  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 9
th
 Meeting- Wayne Shepperd from 

Danbury Economic Development about Danbury 

Becoming the Movie Capitol of the East: 
Wayne Shepperd 

informed us of an 

exciting project 

coming to  town, the 

Danbury Film 

Festival. A city grant 

of $75,000 could 

result in a million 

dollar windfall by 

drawing independent 

film producers by the dozens to our humble town. 

According to our speaker, his phone is ringing off the 

hook with film companies asking for access to an 

abandoned house, or an empty house next to a vintage 

drugstore. From May 20
th
 to May 25

th
 100 films will be 

shown, and the Old Palace Theatre is being refurbished 

to display many of them. It is estimated that 5,000 

people will come to the festival with more than $500,000 

being spent in town, by the guests for hotels, meals, and 

gas, with up to $900,000 in economic impact on the 

area. There are only 3 other similar fesivals going on  in 

the country. This will make Danbury unique on the East 

coast. Our thanks to Wayne and the Mayorôs office for 

having faith in making our town the  art hub of the 

region.  

 
Micky Gjerstad, and 

Pres. Allison, listen to 

the message. We 

assume Anita Ragona 

is thinking about the 

Bee, 3 hours ahead. 
 

 

 

There is no doubt 

that Marvin Paige 

(right) is having 

trouble focusing 

on the message. 

He and Anita 

(above) will have 

to move into high 

gear soon to make 

the  Spelling Bee  a success. Rotarians Larry Gardner, of 

Newtown, and Merritt Grissinger, of Bedford, VA, hear the 

message loud and clear. 
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Luncheon Tidbits:  
 

The Big Bee Contest:   
We had seven entries in an 

attempt to name our  Bee 

mascot . During a spirited 

discussion, more suggestions 

were voiced from the floor. 

The final vote, by the Club, 

was for  Bu zz bee . Everyone 

was satisfied, and good time 

was had by all. Entry fees 

were placed in Gov. Ernieôs 

clean -water - for - India pump.  
 

Planning Session  for the Bee -  

 
Art  
Cummings 

confers with 
Will Houston   

on the best 
way to 
present the 
words, and 
what wor ds 

will be used.  
 
 
Unexpected Guest -  

 
 

Allen Hindin  popped in to 
say hello. Hope to see 

more of you, in the 
future, Allen.  
 
 
 

 

 
Our members share differing opinions on the art of 
spelling.  

 

The Second Annual Spelling Bee :  

 
Our second Bee was a great suc cess. The following 
involves many pictures, and few comments. As they 
say, a picture is worth a thousand words (and you 
canôt spell a picture wrong).   
 

 
 

 

 
(upper left) Pronouncer, Art Cummings. (upper right)  

Art Cummings with Judgeôs Chair, Will Houston. (lower left) 
M.C., Wayne Shepperd, and (lower right) Judges Stephen 
Bull, the Hon. Lloyd Cutsumpas, and Dr. James Schmotter.  

 
District Gov. Ernie Louise 
confers with Asst District 
Gov., Brian Amey.  
 

 
John and Kathleen Banks 
(Marie Nugentôs 
daughter). John was a 
member of the Cal dwell 
and Walsh team.  

 
 
 
Anita Ragona is 
surprised that Marie 
will be in town, soon. 
We all look forward to 
seeing her. She was a 
great asset to the 
Club before relocating 
to Florida  

 
 
 



Mark  Principi, Paul 
Foschi (whose mothe r 
came to see the Bee 
from Flushing, NY) and 
John Banks   of Caldwell 
and Walsh barely 
missed winning . 

 

 
 
  

WestConn was the 

first to go down 

 

 
 

Ameriprise 

shows the 

joy of 

getting a 

word right 
 

 
Ameriprise gets  

cocky, too early 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ameriprise 

and 

Catholic 

Charities 

tie for 

first. 

 

 
 

The Players:  Three on a Team: Front RowðRose and Kiernan, 

West Conn, Catholic Charities, and Caldwell and Walsh Construction  

 

Anitaôs Goddaughter, Lucy Bairds, 

from Burmingham, England, sold the 

tickets, door to door.We hope we got 

her name right. It might be Baird. Oh 

wellé.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Winners Were: Nancy Strouse, Kevin Paige, and Bill 

Rassmussen of Ameriprise Financialðand Debbie Sutcliffe, 

Diane Smith, and Karen London of Catholic Family 

Charitiesðand, of course, the Danbury Rotary Club. 

 

 
Back Row: Ameriprise, Barrett Roofing, Last Beeôs winner, Curtis 

Financial and MCCA 
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