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President Allison’s Corner

Since our president is on vacation,
your Editor took advantage of her
available space with the hope that our
readers will start to fill up other spaces
in the Spoke in the coming months.

I think we have a pretty decent
newsletter. The Spoke has won first
place, at the District Conference, for
two years in a row without having
much news input from the Club
members. | encourage all of you to
take a few mlnutes of your time, and e-mail me interesting
tidbits about your lives. It would be a great way to let your
fellow Rotarians know more about you, and allow you to share
common interests with each other. How many of you fly a
plane? How many of you ski? Are your kids and grandkids
doing interesting things with their lives? What exotic lands
have you visited recently, and have any of you met interesting
people who told you a story you love to tell at a cocktail party
or at a Rotary function? How about a joke or two? | enjoy
saving them up for future issues of the Spoke.

The absence of a speaker was serendipitous, allowing me to
start mining the gold that is within each one of you. The task
given the Club was to, in 3 minutes or less, talk about the one
person in your life exerting the greatest influence on who you
are today, and why you took the path in life that you did. The
answers were remarkably varied, surprising but always
informative. This issue of the Spoke involves a brief summary
of the responses of 11 Club members, including your Editor’s.
We must do it again. Ralph S. Welsh, Editor, Spoke

Amber Alert-

4/26, 10 am-1 pm, Grace Baptist Church, Wtbry
5/3, 12 noon- 6 pm, Eastfield Mall, Sprfld, MA
5/3, 11 am-3 pm, So. Church, Hrtfd

5/4, Eastfield Mall, Sprfld, MA

5/25, 3 pm-6 pm, Burnham Schl, Brdgwtr

6/7, 10 am-4 pm, Frfld Middle Schl, Ffld

6/28, 10 am- 2 pm, Oneco, CT

7/25, 11 am-4 pm, Village Fair Days, New MIfd
7/26, 10 am-4 pm, Village Fair Days, New MIfd
9/6, 12 noon-7 pm, Taste of Dbry, Cty Cntr

9/7, 12 noon-7 pm, Taste of Dbry, Cty Cntr
10/18, 10 am-4 pm, Reed Mdl Schl, Newtown

Peter Darling contemplates his meal, and
takes a “rain chectk
however he assured the entire Club he

would submit something in writing. We

will honor the delay. It will certainly be
worth the wait. Was his Mom the key
person in his [1life?
find out soon.

April 16th Meeting-

The Editor of the Spoke Springs One on the
Club: They are Asked to Identify the Person
who had the Greatest Influence on their
Life—11 Members Responded:

Taking Editorial privilege, and allowing our
Club members to sort out their thoughts, the
Editor started out first.

The most influential people in my life were
my grandparents Hattie and Ervon
Jane.

Fairbanks, and my wonderful wife,
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Raffle winner, too
My grand - father thought
every day was

by it rain, shine or  blizzard . A
house painter and history

buff all of his life, he instilled in me the value of an education,
and praised every little thing | did educationally. My
grandmot her wa wshoalovédsweryand, and insisted
on kissing everyone on the lips wh o entered her house.  She
never turned anyone away who asked for her help.
had no bounds -- giving to others was a given.

Her love

Nels deAlmeida named 3 people who totally
changed his life; our fellow Rotarian Dr. Allen
Hindin who laid the groundwork for him to

get hIS dental license in CT after leaving

Brazil, his wife
Yara, who totally
supported him in

every venture he
attempted, and Pope
John Paul II who he
saw as an inspirational
leader all of his life.

Jim Gargan'’s Irish Catholic and

Protestant grandparents married knowing full
well it would infuriate their own parents. His
Polish gran dfather worked the mines, and died
of black lung di sease. He claims his own
father, AKicked the
put my college diploma in his face, he said,
iSee; my
remained close ever since. He also talked about  his Aunt
Josie, a hardscrabble 4 pack a day smoke r,who did every -
thing for everyone and infused in him a desire to give. Still he
insists the IRS was the influence for him becoming a CPA.
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Padla GFe@nBergtreﬂle?nkg‘érs hér parenfs & 1 d
people who always believed in
helping others, although her

father d ied quite young. Her

mother believed it was
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: \ Ray Kish was wondering what he was going
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never let her background hold her back o for one single
to do with his life, while between jobs 20 years ago. moment .
He met Rev. Robert  Schuller, was amazed at what the
man had done with $1000 eventually building the Paul Palanzo said that he
Crystal C athedral in Garden Grove, California, and Ray agree s with Miguel. His wife
was so inspired that he  convinced himself if one put s Sharon, has been the most
the effort out, one can achieve their fondest dreams -- influential person in his life from
and he di d. the time he first met her. He,

too, was impressed with her
Carol Giannico grew up with a \ \ tenacity, working  numerous jobs
mother plagued with her own (waitress, telephone operator,
problems, and is still looking for etc.) to get by. He continues to

happiness at 85. He r
mot herds wunh
plight convinced

Carol to look at life

from a completely
opposite perspective,
and this pledge to  herself has beenth e
bedrock of her success. She also admits
that it helps to have a supportive mate like her

husband Carl.

admire her, saying, AMy wife is
person 0 and stillis remarkable 45 years | ater. o

Herb Krate named his father-in-law
as a person he greatly admires and
views as unique among all of the
people he has met. He was a fire chief
in New York, but believed that
anyone could accomplish anything if
they just put their mind to it, and
would never give up. Following his
inspiration, and example (his father-
in- law ended up highly successful, but never forgot his
humble beginnings) the development of the Lake
Waubeeka Association became a reality. Herb is
currently the President. How this all happened needs a
more detailed explanation. We need Herb to tell us more
about this project. It sounds like a fascinating venture.

Bob Vetter, in addition to his wife IEEE!
Sheila, have made

the Amber Alert
program the linchpin

of the Club. Bob feels
that his German
immigrant pare nts
instilled in him the
virtues of working

hard, and following
through with everything you do in life.

His dad secured his citizenship with great rapidity, and Editor’s Note: The Edpresenting. ¢ ri
would have had little sympathy for those who do not If there are any errors in the above, please send an e-mail to

view learning English essential to being an American rswelsh@mail.com. | might offer a retraction—but then again
I may not. Editorial privilege, you know.

citizen .

Miguel Espinosa- "l was a Luncheon Tidbits:
lousy student with no real goals
in my life when | met Eleanore.
shetoldme, 4 wonot
unless you go back to school.

| did, and the rest is history.

The Editor sat next to Paula
Greenberg, one of our newest
transfer members. Paula had
some amazing information
about her attendance at the RI

Marvin Paige- His mother was a Leadership Institute in New
loving moth er and housewife, and Jersey, April 12 ™. The topics
his father worked in the home . His were varied, and covered
father told hlm, he had better do his numerous areas important to
schoolwo rk correctly, or not come any Rotarian in a leadership

home , but because of his laziness

h e ondver make it through college position. Some of the  topics investigated involved

qualities of leadership, raising funds, recruiting

He was a very tough man . Marvin . "
t el | sOfaosirse Fto ok his members, and involving people. Appar ently these
advice. o0 Marvin stil!]l pnrogr@@%ar%taughtq;id|ffqgent |eVe|_5' apd .

front and center in  terms of overall influence. He has another program is slated to be held in Fishkill,

known Carol since he was 17 and she was 14, and N.Y., in September.

always admired the fact she attended a one room
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anyone who wants to be successful in a Rotary

leade rship position . We will hav e to prevail on
Paula for a total disclosure on her experience at
the Leadership conference.

Amber Alert-

We have Amber Alert sessions scheduled for May
4" and 5 ™. Sign up, and become a part of this
very important program.

Luncheon
Guest-

lara Pana rese, left,
came as a guest of
Mickey G jerstad .
Wedbre happy
dropped by, lara,

and hope to see

you again.

Yara
deAlmeida
is chatting
with Allen
Hindin. Is it
because she
is sharing
the pleasure
of Nels, her
husband,

having given them equal billing with the Pope? |
suspect this would please anyone. Of course, all
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for any more, or any less.
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Make up locations:

Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk, Silvermine Tavern

for

Mon. 6:00 pm, Newtown, Inn at Newtown
Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at Longshore
Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan Allen Inn
Wed. 6:00 pm, Ridgefield, Parks and Recreation

We d . 6 :

30

pm,

Brookfi el

d,

Thurs. 12:15 pm New Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn
Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Silvermine Tavern
Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The Club at WestConn,

Westside Campus
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You didnodt
think the bee
would be
gone so
soon did
you?

Thought for the Day: Scientists in England and the
Czech Republic have developed plants that stay
green and lush for more than seven months after
being cut and placed in water, by manipulating a
gene known as Sho. This suggests a number of
intriguing possibilities, and is good news for those
who are thrifty. If you give your spouse a gorgeous
vase of flower on Easter, and her birthday is less
onth ay, yoy can easily kil] tw A
g?ﬁs%ﬁ?onr}lezto%%w r?hgvgtheg eﬁ‘gvj dglysn ot
after Easter, and present them again on her birthday.

More Pictures from the Spelling Bee- We have a surplus of
rather nice pictures taken at the Bee. We will run one or two

each week, as space permits.




