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   As was the case last year, we needed a few pages to do this issue up right, 

since it is, in effect, an unofficial issue of the newsletter and spans the 4
th
 of 

July break. There was no meeting Wednesday, the 2
nd

. However, the Spoke 

has an unbroken pattern of weekly publication extending back 3 years, and 

due to the obsessive characteristics of your Editor, he did not wish to break 

that pattern.  

    This issue will be picture dominated, so here is your ñnon-newsletterò 

filled with a lot of visuals, and minimal rhetoric, with the focus on The 

Passing of the Gavel, at the Ridgewood Country Club, a very special night, 

with food, fellowship, dancing, and above all awards.  Many thanks must 

   MC John Lucchesi             be given to Caryl Lucchesi who organized the nightôs festivities, and her 

admiring husband, John, was the M.C.  Five Paul Harris Fellows were given: Pearl Dent received 2 sapphires, Paul 

Palanzo one sapphire, Bob Vetter received 3 rubies, and both The Womenôs Club of Danbury and New Fairfield, and our 

incoming president, Carol Giannico were made Fellows.  A new award, Rookie of the Year, was given to Paula Greenberg 

who, in reality is not really new to Rotary, but sheôs new to our Club. Mike Searing and Will Houston both won Club 

Awards, and Bob Vetter, who is Mr. Danbury Rotary himself, very deservingly received the Presidentôs Award. 

 
Paul Harris Fellows; Left to 

right, Pearl Dent, Carol 

Giannico, Paul Palanzo, 

Sheila Vetter for the Womenôs 

Club,and Bob Vetter. Bob 

Vetter also received the 

Presidentôs Award. 
 

 

 

 
  Obviously, every deserving person could 

not be honored, but your Editor believes the 

following individuals deserve honorable 

mention: The luncheon  greeter- ticket 

takers  Caryl Lucchesi, Vince Miscia, Herb 

Krate, and Miguel Espinosa who come 

early, and man the front table with no 

complaintðand Herb and Harriet Krate  

   Left to right. Rookie of the year Award, Paula Greenberg,       have  been mainstays of the Amber                      Carol G takes the oath of office from 

 Club Award, Will Houston, and Club Award, Mike Searing       Alert program; Marvin Paige and Anita                      D.G. Rick Benson 

                                                                                    Ragona did a bang up job with the Spelling Beeðand Chris Curtis made sure the 

baskets were dazzling. Marvinôs effort with the phone cards for our troops overseas was great. Larry Andreaôs work with the GSE 

Team was outstanding as was his efforts earlier with the Katrina Fun. Larry was even seen with the RI President out of town loading 

trucks for needy families--- and Rich Godfrey, in addition to his years of mentoring disadvantaged kids, was always there front and 

center when the Editor was unable to cover the Club activities. Then there was Jim Garganôs work with the Scholarship program. 

Finally, I must mention Jane Didona who has had to find a speaker for the Club each and every weekðno easy task at all. 

  Of course it is impossible to identify everyone who has stepped forward and shown that our Club is the service club it claims to be. I 

still regret those I forgot to honor when I served as Club president. In reality, we all serve the Club with no expectation of reward, 

believing that the satisfaction of giving is its own rewardðbut it is nice to know we are appreciated.   
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The Officers and Board listen to incoming District Governor, Rick Benson, review their responsibilities as the 2008-09 leadership of The Danbury 

Rotary Club. From left to right: Rick Benson, Carol Giannico, Jim Gargan, Paul Palanzo, Will Houston, Frank Aquanita, Nels deAlmeida, Paula 

Greenberg, Caryl Lucchesi, John Lucchesi, Anita Ragona, Bob Vetter, Allison Fulton, and Michael Searing. Missing from the photo are Douglas 

Mann, Marvin Paige, and Elaine Malgieri. 

 
True stories. Andy Ragona was buried in an avalanche 
climbing Mt. McKinley. Antiaôs VW Microbus was  

attacked by a lion, in Africa, moments after closing the  

sun roof.  

 

 

 


