
 

 

 

A Note from the Editor: 
 
   Several years ago, a group of us boarded a train in Brewster, 
and headed to New York City for Rotary Day at the United 
Nations.  We sat in the room where the Security Council 
operates, and heard from the president of RI, and a number of 
other RI executives who talked passionately about the 
wonderful work of the Rotary Foundation worldwide. For the 
first time I found out that RI is the only service organization in 
the country that has a special liaison with the UN. We heard 
about water projects in India, AIDS programs in Africa, work 
being carried out in Haiti, and of course our work with Polio 
Plus. We’re winning that war, and we have a lot of other 
people, including the World Health Organization working with 
us in this effort.  I even discovered that RI has a special 
committee working on violence, and provides funding for 
training in conflict resolution. The speakers pointed out that 
every exchange program is a program promoting peace, and 
world understanding, and Rotary has clubs in countries we 
would have never guessed they did.  Rotary is a remarkable 
organization, and a significant player in attempting to build 
bridges between all of the peoples and the cultures of the 
world.  
  Come with us to the UN November 8

th
, and bring your family. 

You’ll be glad you did.  Following the tour of the UN, Nels 
deAlmeida is accompanying us to a unique eating experience, 
in a Portuguese restaurant  in New York City. A great time will 
be had by all.  
                                             R. Welsh, Editor, Spoke  
The RI Foundation 

…and speaking of the RI Foundation, have you contributed 
your $100 as a RI Foundation Sustaining Member?  It would 
be great if we ended up with 100% participation during Carol 
G’s watch, as we have in the past. If each of you tossed a buck 
in a cookie jar each day, you would have your $100 in less 
than four months.  
  Amber Alert- 

9/6,  12 noon-7 pm, Taste of Dbry, Cty Cntr 

9/7, 12 noon-7 pm, Taste of Dbry, Cty Cntr 

9/12-28 the Big E in Springfield,  Mass. Get in free. Talk to Bob. 

9/20, 12 noon to 4 pm, Kids Day America, Sndy Hook 

10/4, 10 am to 4 pm, Sheppard Meadows, Bristol 

10/5, 11 am to 3 pm, Sheppard Meadows, Bristol 

10/11, 10 am to 4 pm, Fairfield Middle School 

10/18, 10 am-4 pm, Reed Mdl Schl, Newtown 

    Speakers and Events: 

9/10 - District Governor Rick Benson-Be there!  

9/17 - Nick Kaplanis - Parks & Recreation  

9/24 - Danbury VNA flu shots 

9/27- Foundation Seminar (contact Paula or Pam  

10/1 - Dr. Jeremiah Lowney - Haitian Health Fund  

10/4- Candlewood Lake Clean Up-- SIGN UP NOW! 

10/11- Rotary Leadership Instit., N. Haven- See Paul Palanzo 

10/21- Catholic Charities Bfst, Amber Room (Joey of the Sopranos 

         will speak). Should be a good one. 

10/8 – Meg Sweeny; Best buddies 

10/15 – Brett Raphael, CT Ballet, Stamford 

10/29-Katherine Deshenes and Robin Reimersma, Interlude 

11/6- Foundation Dinner, Marriott, Farmington 

11/7/08-  Card Raffle, Amber Room 

11/8- UN Day:  Contact Nels. 

 

 

 

 

September 3rd Meeting- Larry Gardner, of the 

Newtown Club Talks to Us About Visions 
and Strategies (the Importance of 

Strategic Planning):  If we have been a 

member of any organization of 

importance, we have heard that 

word ñStrategic Planning,ò and 

have probably been involved in 

at least one strategic planning 

session in the past. However, 

our speaker insisted that every 

organization needs to take it 

seriously. It is his contention 

that an organization without a 

plan, is going to the airport and hopping on a 

plane hoping it will take you to the vacation  
 

Our speake r 

appears to be 

asking Pres. Carol 

G. if she has a Club 

Plan in progress   

 

paradise you were dreaming of. A Vision 

Statement helps a club to set goals, create a 

sense of purpose in the organization, and allows 

the leadership to build passion and excitement in 

its members. The club has to decide what its 

resources are, and where it wants to eventually 

be.  It needs to be written down, and then it 

becomes a roadmap to the clubôs future.  It can 

be changed as need be, but Larry insists that an 

organization without a plan is like a ship without 

a rudderéand besides, our new DG, Rick Benson, 

wants us all to develop one.  That should be 

enough. 

 

 
Paul Palanzo appears to be asking other Club members 
if they think the club knows where it is going.  The 
members he is  addressing  appear to be ñlost ò in 

thought, or are they just enjoying their meal s? 
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Card Raffle- 
We have sold approximately 100 tickets. We 

have many yet to sell. Keep selling, selling, 
and selling.  Paula Greenberg   
 

Congratulations, Ray Kish: Ray is a new 
grandfather (born Saturday; girl we believe).   
 

 

 

John Barbosa, foreground, shows 

surprise that Ray is a grandfather.  

Ray shrugs it off, as just one of 

those small (but wonderful) life 

events. 

 

 

 

And a Birthday Wish, Too! 
Ray Kish celebrates his birthday 

along with Frank Acquanita. We 

suspect he is celebrating the wee 

oneôs birthday as well. Double 

congrats to Ray.  

 

 

 
 

Allison Fulton is surprised by 

all of the Happy Dollars placed 

in the pot for her ñreturnò to the 

Club. She explained, ñHey, I 

didnôt go anywhere. I was just 

swamped at work.òAnyway, it 

helped fill the basketðand Tary 

Tarlton dropped in a $20 bill . 

Thanks Tary. 

 

 

 

 

Better late than 

never, especially if 

you are keeper of 

the raffle cards. Bob 

Vetter enjoys the 

luncheon, and your 

Editor accidently 

catches himself, 

recording Bobôs 

lateness, in a mirror. 

 

 

Make Ups 
Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk, Silvermine Tavern 
Mon. 6:00 pm, Newtown, Inn at Newtown 

Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk, Silvermine Tavern 
Mon. 6:00 pm, Newtown, Inn at Newtown 

Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at Longshore 

Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan Allen Inn 

Wed. 6:00 pm, Ridgefield, Parks and Recreation 

Wed. 6:30 pm, Brookfield, Baileyôs Backyard Rest. 

Thurs. 12:15 pm New Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn 

Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Silvermine Tavern 

Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The Club at WestConn, 

               Westside Campus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the Winner of the Weekly Raffle Was: 
 

Nels deAlmeida. Congratulations, Nels.  You just 

won enough to buy a couple of loaves of  7 grain 

bread. Forget the butter. You didnôt win enough to 

even butter your bread.  

 

 

Stuff that is not exactly true:                                                                                                                                       

-No two snowflakes are alike: In reality, scientists have found rare 

snowflakes that are identical, and they have pictures to prove it.                                                                                                                                     

-Lightning never strikes twice: Numerous photos of lightning striking 

the tower on the Empire State Building disproves this myth.                                                                                                                                         

-A stitch in time saves nine: Well, this one is hard to disprove. 
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