The Spake

Rotary Club of Danbury

www.danburyrotary.org

3 Years Best in District January 14, 2008

PO Box 788, Danbury, CT 06813

A Note from the Editor:

We are continuing to send items to our troops. Today Rich
Godfrey indicated that there was a unique desire for Starbuck’s
Extra bold coffee. Jim Gargan, today’s MC, suggested that we
donate today’s Happy-sad dollars to the Starbuck fund and the
Club agreed, and Anita Ragona sent the Spoke some photos
(two are printed below) and a letter of thanks from her son-in-
law’s brother, Tony Quinones, who appreciated our Care
packages. It is reprinted below:

Anita & Andy,

Thank you so much for the care package.
It was perfect! | especially enjoyed the “hard
salami”. By the way, you can just keep
those coming... Ha! Please thank the
Danbury Rotary for us. My Soldiers really
appreciate all the support from the folks
back in the States. Attached is a photo of
my command group after an afternoon of
volleyball. We try and play some sports
every now and then to try and
improve the morale. The days
here are long and arduous.

Again, thank you and the Rotary
for the nice care package.
Have a Merry Christmas!
Your Old Soldier in the Desert,
Tony

The RI Foundation

Have you contributed your $100 as a Rl Foundation Sustaining
Member? It would be great if we ended up with 100%
participation during Carol G’s watch, as we have in the past. If
each of you tossed a buck in a cookie jar each day, you would
have your $100 in less than four months.

Speakers and Events:
To be announced later

Amber Alert-
There is an event Sat., Jan. 31%. Contact Bob for particulars.

Call for Scholarship Committee Members:

We are looking for additional members for the Scholarship
Committee. Flyers have all ready been sent to the local
schools, but we’re still unsure how much money we will have
this year to give. Contact Jim Gargan if you would like to be
on the Committee.

The Spelling Bee is Coming
Up-

Anita Ragona and Marvin
Paige will be co-chairing the
Bee again. It is one of our
important fund raisers, so lets
have maximum participation
this year. Rich Godfrey (right)
supports Anita’s Co-chair.

I WILL CO-CHAIR
THE BEE.

January 14th Meeting-

Our speaker failed to show, but Jane Didona assured the
Spoke Editor we would have a list of speakers lined up
quickly. We have been having quite a few Club Assemblies,
lately, and hope to get things on track soon.

Jim Gargan who will be our president next summer, read a
thank you
letter from our
waitress, Linda
Stillman, and
held up a
District flyer
inviting the
Club to the
District 7980
Valentine’s
Ball, February

14", which was featured in the January 7" Spoke. To
reiterate, the ball will be black tie optional, will be held at the
Country House Restaurant in East Haven, and will start at 6:30
pm with dinner a bit later. If you like prime rib, here is your
chance to enjoy a great meal (there are other alternatives for
the non-beef eating crowd) and there is dancing later.

The cost is $125.00 a couple, or $62.50 a person. We ought to
get a small group together and carpool it to East Haven.

Jim also brought up the problem of getting speakers, and a
number of suggestions were given. It is apparent that all of the
Club members need to get involved in looking for good
luncheon speakers, and working on better attendance. The
fact that the Lions have many members, most of whom are
active was mentioned, and some wondered if their requirement
that they pay for their meals at the beginning of each year
helped their attendance, and was an approach worth
considering. Of course, these are old problems, but they do
need to be addressed for the survival of the Club.

TEMPORARILY DISTRACTED,
WILL HOUSTON POURS HIS
Stuff that Happens- Al oD
s 5 DRESSING
3] ON THE
FLOOR

MIKE SEARING TELLS
A VERY FUNNY
JOKE. FRANK
ACQUANITA
GESTURES THAT
IT WAS QUITE
CEREBRAL.

o~

Doug Mann, Vince
Miscia, and Teri
Tarlton enjoy the bill
of fare.

Yes.it is!
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Miguel and Eleanore Espinosa indicated that
their grandson and his family will be leaving
Singapore soon, and will be living in
California. We're sure that Miguel and
Eleanore are happy to have them back in the
states.

Ailing-

We are sorry to hear that Anita’s 94 year old mother
had a stroke. We hope that there will be a positive
outcome, and wish her mother well.

Trouble Runs in Threes—no Fours—no Fives:

””Q

Pam Burdett-
Miller had a
bad tire. It
had to be
replaced. She
ended up
needing four
tires, and
then found
her battery
was not
working—»but 3
is all well

that ends well? The car is now running fine, but her bank
account is now in need of help. She did fatten it by
$10.00, though, by winning our weekly drawing. She
did not get the big one, however, apparently due to a
week of bad luck.

Make Ups:

Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk, Silvermine Tavern

Mon. 6:00 pm, Newtown, Inn at Newtown

Mon. 6:00 pm, Brkfld, Mario’s Pasta Garden, 174 Federal Rd., Brkfld

Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at Longshore

Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan Allen Inn

Wed. 6:00 pm, Ridgefield, Parks and Recreation

Thurs. 12:15 pm New Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn

Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Silvermine Tavern

Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The Club at WestConn,
Westside Campus
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What are the Odds?

-Of being killed by an asteroid: 1 in 2,518,072.

-Of killed by being bitten, stung or crushed by another person or
animal: 1in 1,841,659

-Of dying in an airplane: 1 in 502,555

-Of choking on food : 1 in 343,179.

-Of being shot by a gun: 1 in 24,005

-Of dying from a noxious substance: 1 in 12,554

-Of being killed in a motor vehicle accident: 1 in 6,539

It would appear that going to Rotary is remarkably safe—with
the exception of the drive here, and choking on our food. One
could take public transportation to the Inn, and go on a liquid
diet, but how enjoyable are those options? The roast beef is
worth the risk and who could give up their car?

What is Happening to Nels?

Nels deAlmeida appears to be
in distress. Tom Tazza shows
concern and is ready to call
for help, and then he
discovers, as we did, all Nels
is doing is just texting a
message on his Blackberry.




