
 

 

 

A Note from the Editor: 
 
When I first heard of President Obama’s MLK Day of Service, 

it struck me that Rotary has no single Day of Service.  Each 

and every day, Rotary is helping people, around the globe, and 

constantly looking for new ways to serve.  From mentoring a 

young student in Danbury, to fighting Polio and AIDS 

worldwide, Rotary is serving. From providing scholarships to 

deserving students in our community, to picking up the clutter 

on Danbury streets, Rotary is serving. By participating in 

numerous foreign exchange programs, and bringing clean 

water to the world, Rotary is serving. From bringing war 

damaged children to the United States for surgical repair, and 

sending care packages to our troops in Iraq, Rotary is serving.  

 

In spite of all of these good works, the roll of the service 

organizations like Rotary may have to be expanded with so 

many charities on the brink of collapse due to the credit 

crunch and shrinkage of the securities and state budgets that 

were funding them.  

 

Still, Rotary will continue to serve no matter what; we are 

constantly there.  It makes one proud to be a Rotarian, and 

pleased that the new president is aware of the importance of 

the grass roots service efforts that made this country great.    
 

The RI Foundation 

Have you contributed your $100 as a RI Foundation Sustaining 
Member?  It would be great if we ended up with 100% 
participation during Carol G’s watch, as we have in the past. If 
each of you tossed a buck in a cookie jar each day, you would 
have your $100 in less than four months.  
   

 Speakers and Events: 

1/28- Paula A. Greenberg - Navigating Your Way Home. Paula is a 

Residential Mortgage Loan Officer. 

 

  Amber Alert- 

1/31- Southbury Ambulence Building- Exit 14, 1:30 pm-4:00 pm 

2/22,  Skating Arena, - Danbury Chili Cook-off, Noon – 4 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Someone is apparently looking  for a comfort station, 

and Jane Didona is there to help. Rotarians are always  

ready to serve  whenever a person is in need.  

No Meeting Wed., 28
th

 due to ice storm. Please Note! 

 

 

 

 

January 21, Meeting- Duane Cashin on 

Differentiating Yourself in Today’s 
Crowded Market Place- 

 
Our speaker, today, was Duane 

Cashin who has had 13 years of 

business success in companies 

large and small. After starting 

his own specialty graphics 

company, it grew to become a 

multi-million dollar organization 

in four years. 

 

Mr. Cashin, who now speaks 

around the country on his own 

success, has written a book, and made video 

discs with the aim of helping other business 

people maximize their own success. 

 

Duane Cashin pointed out that the internet has 

changed the marketplace forever, and the savvy 

business person must adapt to that change. 

Information abounds on every product out there, 

so one has to have an approach that makes one’s 

own product unique.   That is, one’s product must 

be differentiated from the others to succeed.  

 

Cashin gave examples of companies that were 

successful, by following his rules of success: first, 

one has to have depth in marketing; second, the 

product must show that people who have 

experienced it prefer it over others, and finally, 

the product must be authentic, and be shown to 

function as advertized.  He pointed out that price 

is less important, than the perception people 

have of the product—Starbuck’s being a prime 

example of this. At the conclusion of the 

presentation, a drawing was held; Mike Searing 

and Jim Gargan won a Cashin book. Ralph Welsh 

and Paula Greenberg won a compact disc.  

 
 

Allison 

Fulton, Mike 
Searing, and 
Tom Tazza 
enjoy the 
speaker’ s 

message. 
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Our Troops in Iraq- Both Rich Godfrey and Anita 

Ragona are still putting together care packages for our 

troops in Iraq. If you have some coffee, CDs, spare 

paperbacks, or some spare cash they could use, bring 

these items to the Club, and we’ll make sure they are 

sent to the right place.  

 

And the Winner of the Weekly Drawing Was-- 

 

 

Frank Acquanita. He got the ace of 

spades. It sure looks like a winner, but 

the king of clubs has replaced the ace.  

Too bad, Frank.  You are a year too 

late. Still, $10.00’s no chump change. It 

will buy five gallons of gas, and get one 

back and forth to Rotary,  for a while.  

 

 

The Pres is Back-   

 

We’re all happy to see Carol G back in the saddle again 

(and enjoying the buffet—second from the left).  Good 

to have you onboard, Carol. 

 

 

 

Our speaker had three 

catch words the 

members were asked to 

ponder, and ponder them 

they did: Jane Didona 

wanted greater 

clarification on depth. 

Marvin Paige focused on 

experience. Fred Kayal’s 

concern was about 

authenticity. The 

concerns were all addressed. 

 

 

Make Ups: 
Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk, Silvermine Tavern 

Mon. 6:00 pm, Newtown, Inn at Newtown 

Mon. 6:00 pm, Brkfld, Mario’s Pasta Garden, 174 Federal Rd., Brkfld 
Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at Longshore 

Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan Allen Inn 

Wed. 6:00 pm, Ridgefield, Parks and Recreation 
Thurs. 12:15 pm New Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn 

Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Silvermine Tavern 

Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The Club at WestConn, 
               Westside Campus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A Most Remarkable Man-  In 1983 Cliff Young, a 61 year 

old sheep rancher, showed up in galoshes over his work boots, 

and registered for the most difficult endurance race in the 

world, requiring a run from Sydney to Melbourne, Australia—

a distance of 875 kilometers. He had no money, no sponsors, 

and had no training.  He explained, “See, I grew up on a farm 

where we couldn’t afford horses or 4 wheel drives.” Rounding 

up 2,000 head of sheep required Cliff to run after them for 

days. He felt that constituted enough training. Not knowing he 

was supposed  to sleep during the race, he ran it 5 days, 15 

hours and 4 minutes.  He split his unexpected winnings of 

$10,000 with  “…those 5 other runners who had it harder than 

me. I don’t need the money.”  

    The following year his hip popped out, his knee hurt, and he 

developed shin splints but kept going.  He gave the car he won 

to another competitor.  He ran until he was 76. His last race 

was to benefit homeless children.  He died, a legend, at 81. 
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