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From the Editor’'s Desk:

Our future R.I. R.L PRESIDENT-
President will be John ELECT

Kenny, who is identified

in the March, 2009 issue B AENNT
of The Rotarian as the
Great Scot.

John Kenny is the past
Dean of a law school, a
Judge, and a Notary.
He has held virtually
every office in his local
Rotary Club, in his District, and in Rotary International, as is
the case with most past presidents of R.l. His emphasis over
the next Rotary year will be on membership, and he has a few
things to say about who joins Rotary, and how we keep our
members in the Club. He believes that we need to spend as
much energy on retention as we do recruitment, and believes
that an active Rotarian becomes a committed member over
time.

Future R.I. President Kenny believes that the sponsor of any
new member has an obligation to play in important part in
introducing the new member to the Club. Being immediately
placed on a committee is a good start, and making them
familiar with the many activities the Club has going, and how
important the international activities are, are all important.

When asked when he first felt he was a “true Rotarian,” he
believes that it really hit home when he became Club
President, then it was solidified when he became the District
Governor. Obviously, the more one becomes involved with
Rotary, the more one feels that he/she is an important part of
the organization.

Kenny states, “We all are a part of a great Rotary
tradition...links in a chain...It is our responsibility that the chain
is stronger next year than now, and even stronger the year
after. The onus is on each of us continuing to give our service
as best we can and as long as we can to make the world a
better and safer place.

Some dates to remember:

March 18, 2009, Wednesday — Amos House breakfast at 7:30 am at
the Amber Room; please let Carol G know if you can attend.

April 25, 2009, Saturday — Gala dinner at the Amber Room, more info
to follow

Speakers-

March 11 CT Ballet
March 18 Well Path
March 25 Americare

Amber Alert-

3/21 AITE, Stamford, 9 am-3:30 pm

3/28 Kids Day, Dbry Hospital 10 am-2 pm

4/11 Prospect fire Dept 10 am-3 pm

6/6 Teddy Bear Family Craft Fest, N.Mfd, 10 am-3 pm
7/7 Brookfield Fire Dept 10 am-3 pm

March 4th Meeting-

Club Assembly: About the GSE Team,
and the Problem of Club Membership—
LET'S GIVE Larry Aljdrea-led off

A WARM the meeting with a call
¥ wercomeTo  to the Club to warmly

"' OUR COMING Welcome our GSE guests
' GERMAN who will be here May
GSE TEAM! 10" to May 15™. Their
itinerary is fairly well
mapped out, but some
free time is available for
side trips. Larry pointed
out that the Mall and the
hospital are always good
bets and one trip involved a visit to the New
York Botanical Gardens. Our guests in the past
have always been the cream of the crop of their
respective countries, and the German group en
route to our District is no exception. Six visitors
are coming, including an MBA/PhD Engineer, a
young man working on his PhD in Communication
Science, and an Investment Advisor.

The problem of membership continues to
plague the Club. It is generally agreed that
splitting the Club into two groups, in retrospect,
was not a healthy move for membership
recruiting, even though it was one of the primary
reasons for establishing a morning club. Still,
many factors seem to be operating that suppress
Club development and expansion. Fortunately,
our President, Carol Giannico, indicated that a
Strategic Planning Session will be scheduled for
some time in June, consistent with the wishes of
our current DG Rick Benson. We do need to work
on membership. It is the Club’s life blood.

An Important Visitor from the Sunrise
Club:

Glad you could drop by, Karen.
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Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk, Silvermine Tavern

Luncheon Tidbits: Mon. 6:00 pm, Newtown, Inn at Newtown
Mon. 6:00 pm, Brkfld, Mar iBkflds Past a

Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at Longshore

Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan Allen Inn

Wed. 6:00 pm, Ridgefield, Parks and Recreation

Thurs. 12:15 pm New Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn

Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Silvermine Tavern

Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The Club at WestConn,

Westside Campus

We see Allison
Fulton racing to the
buffet before
shedding her jacket
and boots. More
importantly is
Mickey Gjerstad’s

deep involvement Rotary Club of Danbury
reading the Spoke. Officers 2007-2008
We like that. Still
the most moving President Carol Ann Giannico
and frankly odd SPOKE ISyGOOD! President- Elect James Gargan
point of the luncheon was when the entire Vice President Paul Palanzo
group sang Happy Birthday to itself due to the absence of any _?_fg;iharg 5\2“?;?“3 mc?gsr}on
Rotarians celebrating that very special day. Sergeant at Arms Frank Acquanita
A Small Contingent from the Club goes FDirekcggzrs ichael Seati
rank X. Hauser ichael Searing
to the Shelter of the Cross Breakfast Marvin Paige Caryl Lucchesi
We made our presence known at the Elaine Malgieri John Lucchesi
Shelter of the Cross Breakfast. This is Anita Ragona Nels deAlmeida
harit ial t it Paula Greenberg Robert Vetter
a charity special to our community, - “Allison Fulton
CAROL G SHOWS MARVIN PAIGE prowdmg EENB Spoke Editor: Ralph S. Welsh
HER BABY PICTURES-- (Just Iodglng E>AMINES 203-938-2820 / rswelsh@mail.com
\, KIDDING) ! THE

emotional OGRA

support, District 7980 Information to Digest:
and : March is Literacy Month-
% ftraining ' The District Conference Deadline is 3/31 to Register
‘fl for the homeless—and as The Rotary Foundation lit up the World 2/23. Check the
- the organization puts it, R website to see the “End P
“This is a place to rest pr &illGhtesconributedanothercsgomnfillione manteira and |
to older men THE SUNRISE CLUB'WAS WELL REPRESENTEDI.L matching grant. The hope is for at least $2,000 from each
and women.” | e club. . o .
It was nice to D_|str|ct Golf and Ter?nls_ Outing is 6/3 (for_PoI_lo Plus)._
see 50 many Time to Apply f(_)r District Awards. See D_|str|ct Wepsne.
Zone Membership Conference 3/27-28 will be held in
people fr_om . Baltimore, with RI President DK Lee present.
the Sunrise Club in attendance, too. We need to support vouth Assemblies 3/7 and 4/4 are scheduled
our respective charities, and hope to see a larger The GSE Team, from Germany, coming, 4/18-5/16.

contingent at the Amos House breakfast March 18"

Unplanned Giving: -A DONATION,
PLEASE?
When the Sergeant
at Arms puts out the
happy/sad dollars
basket, everyone
responds differently.
Here are some of the
more unique, and
ordinary responses to
the call for cash.

WU ARE CEEANING
ME OUT OF CASH--

A TAP ON T¥E SHOULDER
BRINGS OUT THE WALLET--




