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President Jim’s Corner:

As | predicted in my earlier verbiage, |
promised good weather. When | was younger |
didn't like the fall and the thought of going
back to school, but as | matured, it has become
one of my favorite seasons. October is around
the corner and the 1st Quarter of my term as
President is complete.

Our speaker for this week's meeting
canceled, but Larry Andrea came to the
rescue. Whenever he speaks, he makes you
think about interesting topics. Thank you,
Larry. On Wednesday evening we will have a
club social at the Portuguese Club starting at 7:00 PM. In lieu of our
regular lunch there will be a round table lunch at Ethan Allen. Our golf
tournament will be at Beekman on Monday, October 5 at 8:15 am. We
will provide a list of guest speakers in next week's Spoke.

Our District 7980 is requesting each club to participate in MAKE A
DIFFERENCE DAY, scheduled for October 10, 2009. This event would
include our club with other clubs or youth groups, families, scouts and or
conservation groups to clean up a park, river or other area in your town.
Our club has decided to clean up the Rodgers Park Pond, of which we
were involved during the refurbishing of the pond, a number of years
ago. Jane Didona will chair this event, tentatively scheduled for
Saturday, October 24, 2009. We would like to do this project with some
other community groups such as the boy scouts, or an environmental
group. We might even get the NEWS TIMES to publicize this event. Our
club member, Frank Considine, who is involved with the Boys Scouts,
might be able to help with the manpower to assist in this project. We will
give you more information on this next week.

As | review last week’s events at the United Nations, I’'m left
wondering why Moammar Gadhafi is still a Colonel. Hasn’t he been the
leader of Libya and its army since 1977? Does he report to any generals?
Is his plastic surgeon and Michael Jackson’s one in the same? Secondly,
is it peach fuzz on Mahmoud Ahmadinejad face? Will he be able to grow
a full beard when he grows up? These are questions we hope will be
answered if you attend the Rotary International UN day on Saturday,
November 7, 2009 at the United Nations, in New York.

Until next week,
Yours in Rotary, Jim

Some dates to remember:
9/30 Portuguese Club Dinner, Dance 7 pm., 65 Sand Pit Road
Oct. 5™ ,Golf Tournament,; Dave Santucci, Chair (Please note date).
10/7 Noon Speaker, Ralph Welsh, on “Are We Alone in the Universe?”
11/13 Card Raffle, Amber Room, 7 pm; second person, $50.00
Next year, June 20-23, 2010, RI 101* Annual Convention, Montreal

Amber Alert-

9/18-30 Big E 10 am-6 pm

9/19 Munson funeral Home, Woodbury, 2 pm-6 pm

9/27 Berkshire Sh. Ctr, in Once Upon a Child, Dbry, noon-3
10/24 Trumbull Mall, 11-4 pm

10/17 Reed School, Newtown, 10 am-4 pm

Activities Around the District:

In a Mystic Seaport Collaboration with District 7980 there is a month
long promotion—discounts to Rotarians, and each ticket provides
$2.00 donation to Polio Plus; any questions, call Robert Friend, Past
Pres. Madison Rotary Club, 203-245-9374.

9/26 Ridgefield Rotary Club Miniature Golf Outing, Belmont Golf
Complex, Rt 7, noon to 3 pm. Polio plus project. Trophies and prizes
for all kids.$25.00 per team (dad and child). $10.00 for each additional
child. Contact person, Alex Karsanidi, Sr., alexsr@karsanidi.com

September 23rd Meeting-

Larry Andrea Stimulates a Discussion on Whether the
Recession will have Permanent, and Perhaps Positive
Effect on How We Conduct our Future Financial
Affairs:

As is always the case, our own Larry
Andrea made us think, putting the
emphasis on Q and A Club participation.

Larry began by painting a picture of a
group of unemployed executives, who
were now in the process of reevaluating
their lives. A number have headed to the
Appalachian Trail, bartering their
services as the hiked along. Others
discovered WalMart for the first time,
and there were others who found they
could do without a lot of high priced L s
non-necessities. Jobs once considered menial and lacking in
prestige were snapped up by former managers with impressive
resumes. Larry then posed the following question to the Club: “Is
“ATF calling a job, any job, menial an unwarrented
disparagement to the value of work? Don’t
all jobs have value?”

Miguel Espinosa brought up the janitorial
job he had in college, at the University of
Colorado, and was dar n happy to have it.

Frank Hauser brought up the pain of the
great depression, and pointed out how lucky
we all were not to have experienced it this
past year. He still remembers his father
coming home from a day of seeking
employment, and when his mother asked his father if he had any
luck, he brought tears to her eyes by turning his pockets inside
out.

Larry concluded by asking the Club if the more positive changes
he has seen will last (less emphasis on materialism, clerks kinder
to customers, people valuing the more “menial” jobs, etc.). The
answer, of course, is blowing in the wind.
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HE POND SITUATION
UST BE ADDRESSED-
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Luncheon Tidbits:

Miguel Espinosa just finished an
historical book about his family.
Congratulations, Miguel. We understand
that John Lucchesi has all ready ordered

NEGLECT ¥HE
ROGERS PARK
POND ANYMORE.
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Make-ups:
Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk, Norwalk Inn
Mon. 6:15 pm, Newtown, Inn at Newtown, 19 Main St.
Mon. 6:00 pm, Brkfld, Mario’s Pasta Garden, 174 Federal Rd., Brkfld

a copy.

Wi nners Wer

Frank A(_:quamta and Caryl Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at Longshore, 260 Compo Rd, So
Lucchesi. Frank won the Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan Allen Inn
raffle for the Card Ticket. Wed. 6:00 pm, Ridgefield, Parks and Recreation

Caryl won the modest $10.00 Thurs. 12:15 pm New Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn

- Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Trackside Restr.
by failing to pull the coveted | ' 735 banbury Sunrise,

King of Clubs. Both are The Club at WestConn, g?;_ary C;L(J)g;fl 0Danbury
happy, though. They are each Westside Campus teers 2005
winners in their own right. President- James Gargan
President- Elect Paul Palanzo
Vice President William Houston
Secretary Pamela Burdette-
Miller
Potential New Club Member is Informed- Lreasurer Prank Acquanita
. . . . ergeant at Arms Michael Searing
Margaret Santos Arnold is seeking Membership, and listens Membership Chair Paula Greenberg
attentively to Jane Didona who is reminding the Club we have an Directors
obligation to continue with the Rogers Park Pond Project. The Anita Ragona Allison Fulton
Club agrees. We will make it so October 24th. Marvin Paige Bob Vetter

Carol Ann Giannico

Spoke Editor: Ralph S. Welsh
203-938-2820 / rswelsh@mail.com

A Miracle at Vatican City?
While WayneCurtis, and his wifeChris, were visiting the Vatican, Chris
decided to wait in a long line in order to touch a statue of St. Peter, and

say a prayer for her brother who was waiting for a heart $glant.

When they returned to the hotel, the phone rang. A heart had been

found, and he was getting the transplddid the prayer have anything to

do with it?Well, we allhaveto agreee¢ oul dndt have hur f

Thought for the Day--
Food always tastdsetter when the fork is clean.

The Card Raffle is Now Front and Center!

Car_ol G and Card I HAVE
Chairperson Paula
Greenberg exhibit a
remarkable
commitment to the
Card Raffle. They
appear to be calling
prospective ticket
buyers during the
meeting, in an
immediate response to President Jim’s urgent
request for all of us to start selling as soon as possible.

LET'S CALL SO
“TICKET PROSECTS
RIGHT NOW--
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A GREAT
IDEA!




