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President Jim’s Corner:

Is it Christmas already? With temperatures
in the 30’s, snow and cold winds, it seems like
December. | recall that on October, 1987, |
had just started a new job and the first week of
that month we had six inches of wet snow. It
caused extensive damages with trees falling
from the weight of the snow on their leaves.
We were out of power for about a week.
CL&P had to call in crews from Rochester
Gas and Electric, in upstate New York. The
storm last Thursday just didn’t compare.

Wednesday we had no formal speaker; 1
however, Frank Acquanita and Frank Hauser gave the club a “frank”
presentation on our Rotary Trust. More than half of the members present
are new and were unaware of the Trust.

Speaking of speakers, we seem to be falling short of them lately. Jane
will be unable to secure luncheon presenters for a while, and it should not
be left to one person only. All of you must know interesting people who
would be more than delighted to come and discuss their pet area of
interest. How about people who have traveled to exotic places? Slide
shows of trips, cruises, safari’s, military personnel, authors, shark hunters
and people in the news would be great. I’m sure there is more than one
Club member who has a slide show available who would wow us if they
would come forward and let me know that they would like to share their
adventure. If we wish to attract new members, or retain current
members, we have to remain interesting. It is hard to run a meeting
without a speaker, so let’s try to work together to resolve this problem.

Our annual lunch with the Lions is scheduled for Wednesday,
November 18 at Ethan Allen. We are also planning on having lunch with
the Brewster Rotary Club in the New Year. Finally, we are trying to put
together a holiday party in December for that needed evening of

fellowship.

Yours in Rotary, Jim
Some dates to remember:
10/18 17 & 28 Public Relations Wkshop, Meridan, CT
10/21 Speaker, Jack Koauchowski, on Lake Kenosia
10/24 Council of Presidents, Graduate Club, Yale, N.Haven
10/28 Speaker, Shawn Stillman on the Blight Task Force
10/31 RI Leadership Day, Graduate Club, Yale, N.Haven
11/4 Casey Leverne and Elaine Mintz GDNRC
11/7 UN Day, NYC
11/13 Card Raffle, Amber Room, 7 pm; second person, $50.00
Next year, June 20-23, 2010, RI 101* Annual Convention, Montreal
Amber Alert-
10/17 Reed School, Newtown, 10 am-4 pm
10/24 Trumbull Mall, 11-4 pm HELP NEEDED
10/31 Gap Kids, Stamford Town Center, 10 am to 2 pm
11/7 St. Pius, Ffld, 10 am to 4 pm
1/10/10 Sthbry Ambulance, 68 Georges Hill Rd 11am to 4 pm
1/31/10 Snow Date, Sthbry Ambulance, 11 am to 4 pm
I Milestones: (far left) Susan
Almeida congratulates
Marnie Tetreault on her
new baby girl. (left) Gail
Monahan Benkwitt has
returned to the club, with a
new last name. This deserves
some congratulations to Gail
as well.

YOU HAD INDEED
A LITTLE I
GIRL?

October 14th Meeting-

Club Assembly:

As president Jim has pointed out,
our two frank Franks, filled the
Club in on the Danbury Rotary
Trust for Chairitable Purposes.
Each retiring president becomes a
trust board member, and the longest
serving member then moves off.
The Trust was established in 1967
through a gift by the late Ted
Baruch, with a modest $10,000 :
contribution. It grew to over $250,000  Frank H. and Frank A.
prior to the recession, dipped to $188,000, but is back to $214,000 at the
present time. The intent was to pay the scholarships out of the interest,
but we are far short of that, and have to make up the shortfall through
current Club funds which we all know are rather lean at the moment. The
Club had earlier decided that we wouldn’t take any more than 4% out of
the Corpus each year, but this may have to change. It is estimated that
we would need at least $700,000 to keep the Trust at present levels to use
the interest only. Both Franks hastened to add that the Trust is totally
unrelated to the RI Foundation, which is international, but also in need of
constant replenishing.

The primary funding for the Trust has come out of the Raffle, Amber
Alert, and “reverse birthday” gifts (each club member is encouraged to
pay an amount equal to their birthday, in dollars, along with their dues).
Unfortunately, these donations have been a bit disappointing. Frank
Hauser laughing remarked, “At my age, I can hardly afford it.”

The Trust is managed byThe Savings Bank of Danbury who follows
the investment rules the Board suggests.

The 23" Annual Raffle-

PAULA AND I
A Il should know,
s you all should know, WENT BUSINESS TO
we have less than a month
bef the bia Card Raffl BUSINESS, AND WE
etore the big Lard Rafhle. — prpy \yEry WELLY

It will be held at the Amber
Room, November 13",
doors open at 7 pm, and the
food will be served at 8 pm.
Also, a second person will
be required to pay $50, but
the evening entertainment will Paula and Carol G. are walking the
walk be well worth it. It would be nice if the $50 folks would ante
up another $50 and get in on the drawing...and the following note

only have a few weeks left. I will start calling all of you next week
to find out what's happening with your tickets......The economy is
on the upswing, and selling seems a lot easier this year. | will
accept no excuses!!! Let me know if you need more tickets.

By the way. Bring those bottles of wine to the luncheon. We
just found some volunteers who will make up more baskets.
News from the Sunrise Club-

A neat issue of the Sunrise Gazette and Times News Argus
Weekly Standard arrived today by e-mail, from Pres. Doug
Sherman. Some highlights: Chris Johnson, from the Fairfield
Rotary spoke on the Rl Foundation, and likened it to the Star
Wars Force that binds us all together. The newsletter also
includes advertising, business card size, for a buck an issue.
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Luncheon Tidbits—Repeat Visitor:

We were pleased to have Attorney Carol Brown
return as a visitor. We are hoping that she will
find her contacts with the Club enjoyable, and
hope she will consider joining at some time in
the future. Nice to see you again, Carol, and is
this a photo of you catching up on a brief?

A New Member is Welcomed into the Club:

It is, with pleasure, that we can now announce the
induction of Margaret G. Santos Arnold, an
Assistant Vice President of the Savings Bank of
Danbury, into our Club. Margaret has 3 children,
and has been with
the bank “All of
my life,” as she
puts it. Mmm.
Doesn’t this

v constitute child
labor? Welcome aboard,
Margaret. We have things for you
to do, and places for you to go.

THE VETERANS VIEW
THE INDUCTION WITH
THOUGHTS OF WHEN
THEY WERE THERE--,

President Jim won the little one
($10.00) but drew the wrong card
in order to cash in on the big one.
Oh well, he seems happy, and
that’s probably enough.

Erratum: We should have known that an old duffer
like Ray Kish could not have hit the longest drive at
our recent golf tournament as was reported in last
week’s Spoke. The actual person to achieve this
honor was Dr. Ryan Kish, Ray’s son. Ryan has a
lengthy history of athleticism going back to high
school, so the rest of the crowd didn 't even have a
chance. Congratulations, Ryan. We're sorry Ray
was given the credit instead of you. We should have
known better.

THE LONGEST
DRIVE!

Make-ups:
Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk, Norwalk Inn
Mon. 6:15 pm, Newtown, Inn at Newtown, 19 Main St.
Mon. 6:00 pm, Brkfld, Mario’s Pasta Garden, 174 Federal Rd., Brkfld
Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at Longshore, 260 Compo Rd, So
Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan Allen Inn
Wed. 6:00 pm, Ridgefield, Parks and Recreation
Thurs. 12:15 pm, New Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn
Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Greens Conval. Home, rear, Wilton
Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The Club at WestConn,
Westside Campus

Rotary Club of Danbury
Officers 2009-10

President-
President- Elect
Vice President

James Gargan
Paul Palanzo
William Houston

Secretary Pamela Burdette-
Miller
Treasurer Frank Acquanita

Sergeant at Arms
Membership Chair

Michael Searing
Paula Greenberg

Directors-
Anita Ragona Allison Fulton
Marvin Paige Bob Vetter

Carol Ann Giannico

Spoke Editor: Ralph S. Welsh
203-938-2820 / rswelsh@mail.com

Thought for the Day: As a practicing clinical psychologist, |
frequently work with unhappy, troubled people, but there are
those moments that one has trouble keeping a straight face.

While doing marital counseling, an angry 30 year old wife
complained bitterly of her husband’s hunting dogs, the cost of all
of his hunting gear, the mud he tracked through the house, and the
game she had to clean and prepare. In exasperation, the besieged
husband blurted out, “Well, you’re not perfect, either. Yesterday
you forgot to feed my dogs, and the other day you put my shotgun
in the wrong closet!” True story--

MICHAEL SPILLED HIS COKE

A MINI DISASTER UNFOLDS AT LUNCH!

Michael Searing bumped his soda glass, and the
contents of the vessel dripped over the edge of the
table, and splashed onto one of the ultra expensive
shoes of one Ray Kish. It was such a calamity, -
that the possibility of a large lawsuit was discussed.
But all is well that ends well. Ray forgot about
it, and the shoe was dry and unstained by the
end of the meeting. A serious problem was
averted by the intervention of father time, and
a room full of hot air.

ALL OVER MY SHOE. I'M |

HURT TO THE QUICK! | G 4‘ AT LEAST I DIDN'T
LET'S SEE. LOSE MY
ONE WET SHOE. "%

COFFEE--

NOT A BIG DEAL.

SHOULD
WE CALL

THE COPS?
I
| N

PURPOSE!




