
  

 

 
 

President Jim’s Corner: 
  

  

Our last meeting was at Sentrista Restaurant 

in Brewster, NY with the Brewster Rotary 

Club. We received a lot of positive feedback 

from this meeting.  Each club president gave a 

history of their beginning and current 

activities. Both clubs mingled during lunch, 

and the Brewster Club has agreed to visit our 

club in the Spring.  

 

Our Board meeting was this past Thursday, 

and the major topic of discussion was the 

crisis in Haiti..  As you know, Haiti is one of the poorest countries in the 

world and the poorest in the Western Hemisphere. Our district 7980 over 

the years has taken a personal interest in Haiti and Dr Jerry Lowney of 

the Norwich, has sponsored many trips there,  and, in fact, has setup 

clinics in Jeremie.  Dr Nels de Almedia and Yara have gone to Haiti a 

number of times to offer free dental assistance.  Dr Lowney is the 

esteemed founder of the Haitian Health Foundation administering 

continuing help to the people of Haiti.  

 

At the board meeting the BOD pledged $2,500 to support the people of 

Haiti through the Haitian Health Foundation, which our District 

Governor strongly supports. Since we are very short on funds, due to the 

economy, I am asking each member to make a gift to help our effort to 

raise the $2,500 in order to make this gift a reality. 

If you could all dig deep and make a contribution to this needy cause, the 

Haitian people will be eternally grateful.  Make your checks payable to 

Rotary Club of Danbury and indicate that it is  specifically for the 

Haitian Health Foundation.  

 

Also at the board meeting, Marvin Paige requested that we help the 

family of Cindy Strum, who was our first scholarship winner and former 

Rotarian. He will speak about her daughter who is in the hospital in 

Westchester and the club donating happy/sad dollars to them. 

 

At this coming week’s meeting, we will be inducting  Dr Jennifer Tauber 

into  the Club as a new member. Our speaker will be Yiunhee Shin of the 

Korean Culture Society, who will talk on  Ancient  to Modern times in 

Korea. She is also going to bring Korean food to sample. Please make 

every effort to attend. Again, I would like to remind you to bring your 

checkbooks with you to help support the people of Haiti. If you can’t 

make the meeting, you may  send your check to me at Raines & Gargan,  

CPA’s,  828 Federal Road,  Suite 2-A, Brookfield, CT 06804.  

 

Yours in Rotary, Jim   
     

    Dates to Remember:  
 Next  year, June 20-23, 2010,  RI 101st Annual Convention, Montreal 

1/12 A TUESDAY- SPECIAL LUNCHEON AT THE BREWSTER 

ROTARY CLUB. SEE DETAILS ABOVE. NO MEETING 1/13/09. 

1/20 Korean Culture. Yiunhee Shin. Korean Ancient Times to Modern 

Times—Food samples will be available 

1/27 Brian Blade- Pres. of BAGS. Our Inaugural Golf Season in 

       Connecticut 

  District Activities: 

2/12 Read Hearts and Purple Pinkies Dinner/Dance, 2-12 at the 

Country House in East Haven 

 

 

 

 

 

3/27 Rotary Leadership Institute, in New Haven 

 

  Amber Alert- 
1/30/10 Sthbry Ambulance, 68 Georges Hill Rd 11am to 4 pm 

1/31/10 Snow Date, Sthbry Ambulance, 11 am to 4 pm 

2/21/10 Chili Winter Warm Up, Dbry Ice Rink 1 pm to 4 pm 
 

Our First Meeting with the Brewster, NY Rotary 

Club-- an Outstanding Success: 
 

  Today the 

Danbury 

Rotary Club, 

and Brewster, 

NY, Rotary 

Club broke 

bread 

together, and we all had a great time. If 

we think about the concept of 

fellowship, this encounter epitomizes 

that idea.     

  The meeting began with each member telling who they 

were, and how long they had been a Rotarian. With 14 

members from Danbury, and an equal 

number from Brewster, the 

introductions went surprisingly fast. 

We then heard a greeting from past 

DG Rollo Ross, followed by 

presentations by Brewster president     

Billy Picarella, our own president Jim 

Gargan, and Mr. Amber Alert, Bob Vetter.   Rollo Ross 

   It is quite remarkable what this small, but very active club 

has been doing.  They raise funds 

through a 5 K marathon, a wine 

tasting tour, a pancake breakfast, and 

Renegade baseball—whatever that is. 

With their funds, they have provided 

support to the hospital, Friends of 

Karen, scholarships, and dictionaries 

for the 3
rd

 graders—and this is just a 

few of the projects they have  

      Bob Vetter             supported. 

  Bob Vetter gave a spirited talk on Amber 

Alert, and invited Brewster to get involved.  

Our success in winning awards for the 

Spoke was also mentioned, and  that was 

appreciated by your Editor.  The club does 

do a lot of things well.  

  The meeting must have worked out to 

everyone’s satisfaction, since Brewster has 

promised to visit us this spring. 
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More of the Brewster/Danbury Rotary Luncheon: 

    

 

 

 

 

 

The two club 

presidents exchanged 

banners.  Pres Billy 

Picarella was nice 

enough not to 

comment on our rather 

pedestrian banner.  It 

must be redesigned, 

and soon.  

 

    

 

 

 

Make-Ups: 
Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk,    

Norwalk Inn 

Mon. 6:15 pm,  Newtown, Inn at 

Newtown, 19 Main St. 

Mon. 6:00 pm, Brkfld, Mario’s 

Pasta Garden, 174 Federal Rd., 

Brkfld 

Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at 

Longshore, 260 Compo Rd, So 

Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan 

Allen Inn 

Wed. 6:30 pm,   Ridgefield, Sagi 

Rest 23 and a half Catoonah St. 

Thurs. 12:15 pm,   New Canaan, 

Roger Sherman Inn 

Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Greens 

Conval. Home, rear, Wilton 

Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The 

Club at   WestConn,  Westside 

Campus 

 

Did You Know: 
 

-That Larry King is an honorary Rotarian?  
 

-That “real” Rotarians included  Gerald  R. 

Ford,  Justice Earl Warren, Adm. Richard E. 

Bird, Harlan Sanders, Adelei Stevenson,  

Justice William O. Douglas, Warren G. 

Harding, Sigmund Romberg, Norman Vincent 

Peale, Guglielmo Marconi, Connie Mack, 

Jimmy Carter, Dr. Charles Mayo, Orville 

Wright, and  J.C. Penny? 

 

Now you know.  
 

 

Danbury Rotary’s Elaine 

Malgieri won the $10.00 

door prize. She was 

overwhelmed with 

happiness. 
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